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SMOEKE SIGNALS

Billy Caldwell and the Chicago Cubs

Why did Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon hawve The Billy
Caldwell Post flag in the Wrigley Field player's club house? Did
vou ses it on tv and wonder? They contacled Commander Dale
concerning using our flag 50 as to promote playing like in their
younger days, when they might have played Legion ball in their
communities. Maddon started this promotian of Legion ball back
when he was manager for the Tampa Bay Rays, there he
eonnectad with local Post, Safely Harbor (Florida) Post 238 and
was able o use their Post flag. Legion Baseball s an
Americanism Program of the American Legion. The following
artiche accompanied the photo on MLE.com

» Maddon shakes things up with American Legion
week (By Carrie Muskat / MLB.com |
August 20th, 2015)

CHICAED — Travis Wood and Kvle Schwarber arrived at Wrigley
Field about 15 minutes before the dubhouse opened at 3 p.m.
€T and had to wait. It's part of American Legion week, which is
Cubs manager Joe Maddon's plan to freshen up the players and
give them time to rest. "This 5 a time when the players are a
Iittle bit tired, so they can come a little bt later," said Maddon,
who has done this in the past, and almost always in mid-Awgust.
When the clubhouse will be open s posted each day. No
exceplions.

“Just come and play some baseball like we did — fike we all did
when vou used to show up after work in the summertime,”
Maddon said. "You'd show up for vour game at %30, 5 o'dock,
and play at 6, and you did just fine. ... You did not have to be
here all day long. It's a tribute to playing baseball the old
fashioned way as well a5 to our veterans.”

The Cubs worked with Congressman  Mike Quigley and
connected with the Billy Caldwell American Legion Paost 806,
borrowing two of their flags for the dubhouse and interview
room. Billy Caldwell was an important part of Chicage history in
that he helped negotiate the Treaty of Chicago in 1833 for the
United Mations bribes. Maddon i planning on playing baseball
deep into October, which is another reason to keep the players
frech. "There's certain things we do in this game that I think are
everrated and 1 think batting practice is one of them,” Maddon
said, "TF they need to get loose, they can go get loose in the
cage 2 litthe bt They don't need to swing on the field. Ground
balls, they've taken a lon of those, They can play catch, hit, run,
oet loose. I much prefer 2 fresh mind and body right now
playing these next five games at home."

Amyone who played American Legion baseball krows that kids

usuzlly got ice cream post game after 2 win. What about the
Cubs? *That's part of it, too, if you win,” Maddon said.

Check out our National website at
http:/fwww.legion.org

While there you may wanl lo consider joining MyLegion.org.
there’s no cost. s a great way o receive updated info from
Mational and we will be staming fo wse it shorily io broadeast info
ghoul cur Post and different activinics,

e,
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Chaplain & Service Officer
Dale Tippett (773) 259 - 4300

We are sad to report the passing of our following
members: Donald Bailey, Dan Petty, Caro Dahlia, Robert
Towne, Viclor Wierzhicki and Lino A, Cheochin Sr. The
post was reprecsented by Past Commanders Al Mullard, Al
Couwghlin and mysell at a memorial service that was held
for Ling Cheochin.

Also, please keep us informed of how you are doing.
Privacy laws prevent sharing information without
permission, but that doesn't mean that we can't pray for
you or connact you with a service officer to help wath a
daim or a question abaut your benefits, so if you are il or
hospitalized please contact me or have a relative get in
touch with me to et me know.

Thank you for your service and Happy New Year!

District & Division Service Officer
Ray Toczek (312) 980 - 4266

I have gotten several questions regarding the Veteran's 1D
Card Act of 2015, It i also known as Public Law 114-31 and
was enacted on July 20, 2015. Under this new law VA
hospitals will be issuing an ID card separste from the VA
hospital card they already issue. So the questions I get s
WHEN? I contacted the VA Deputy Director, Mancy Lansing
and her reply was eary 2017, This is because the VA has
to go through a lengthy process of drafting regulations, et

S0 in the meantime continue to bave your State of IHinos
Drivers License updated to show "weteran” on it You can
get a veterans ID from the Cook Co. Recorder of Desds.
(Their web site is: hitp://cookreconder.comyweteran-services/).

So why all these ID's? It's primarily so that velerans can
show that instead of their DD 214 when asking merchants
for descounts.

Ray is the Service Officer representing our Minth District
and First Division. He is employed part time by The Legion
in Ifincis a5 a V A & R [benefits] representative and works
out of the Jesse Brown faciity. Ray & extremely
experienced with the VA, having worked for them for over
30 years. If you have any guestions about your VA benefits,
please feel free 1o contact Ray at the above number. Leave
a message and he will get back to you. (MNote that if you
hawve caller ID the return call may chow the number as
Veberans Admintstration or US Government).

Finance Officer & Adjutant

Al Coughilin (773) 852 - 5561

If you hawe any questions about your Legion or SAL
membership status, please feel free to contact me either by
phane or send your comespondence to our Postal Box at
P.O. Box 1322, Park Ridge, IL 60068.

Rushin Hﬂurducﬁ
TODAY
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Billy Caldwell Post 806
The American Legion
P.O. Box 1322
Park Ridge, IL 60068
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Rush In Your Dues Today

“Take Down Hep C Campaign”

Hepatitis O thep C) i a significant bealth concem facing U5, military
viderans today. It has been sugpested by several siudics thal a higher
prevalence of hepatitis C 15 seen in velerns versus nomveterans. Owver 3
percent of weoterans enmolled in the care of the Veigeans Healih
Adminisration have bep C. When left ontrested, hep C can lead 1o
cirthosis and Ivver cancer. Hep © is curable — which memns the hep O
viras is nol detectable in the blood months afler tremment ends - but the
first step 15 to gel tested. This is why The American Legion is launching
lee = Fake Down Hep O campaign”.

You may have hep C and not know it,

Hep C is a blood-bome vires spread when your blood comes mio conisct
willy infecied Mood of another individual. Hep C is inflammation of the
liver cansed by dhe hepatitis C vinas Up to 73 percent of people vath
chromic hep C m the United Stabes do not kmow they have it Most poople

living with the vires have no sympioms folkowing infeciion,
« Svmpitoms of the discase can be flu-like and mclsde fever,
Fatigue, boss of appetite, noesen, vomiting, jaumdice, shdominal

pain, joint pain, dark grine and grav-colored stools,

LK veterans are af elevated risk of having fep -

A oveteran could hovie been gxposed w bep © in one or more of the
following ways:

POSTAL CARRIER - PLEASE DELIVER TO;

Combul medical work or sharing of persoral ilems
such s reors or toothbrushes,

While recenving a blood ransfusion. blood product or
organ mnspland (before 149992,

Sharing dirty necdles or recemang @ aiton or body
piercing with contaminated equipment or by a non-
prodessional.

Exposure 1o contpnmaied blood on the batlleheld or
dunng soaml contact with 2 person with hep C.

Are you ready to Take Ivovn Hep CF

All veterans should know therr nsk bdors, el tested
for hep O antibodics and leam their resulis so they can
falk with doctors about next steps mcluding treatmsend
opiions.

Hep C antibody festing 15 avadlable a1 all YA medical
cenlers and vou may gualify for a frec fesi. Contact
vour American Legion Depanment Service Officer
(D3 for more miormation. To find deparimeent
seTvice efficers nesr ViEHL, Vit
wuww. lepron orgfserviceoiTicers.

Wisil TakeDowaHepCooom 1o bearn more about the
risk factors, importance of hep O antibody testing, and
descussing the resulis with vour doctor for possible
ireatmend opéons,



