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Paul Tibbets Interview Excerpt

Faul Tibbets was bom jn J915 so the imlenview was
conducted some time i 2002° Tibbets died in his
Columbus, Ohio, home on 1 November 2007, at the age of
92. He had suffered small strokes and heart failure during his
final years and had been in hospice care. He was survived by
his French-bom wife, Andrea, and two sons from his first
marriage, Paul III and Gene as well as his son, James, from
his second marriage. Tibbets had asked for no funeral nor
headstone as he feared opponents of the bombing might use
it a5 a place of protest. In accordance with his wishes, his
body was cremated and his ashes were scattered owver the
English Channe! which he had flown over many times during
World War I

What follows & an excerpt from an interview conducted with
Studs Terkel with Paul Tibbets, the pilot of the B-29 that
dropped the First Atom Bomb on Hiroshima during WWILL
Sort of puts things in perspective when it comes to today's
izspas around the world. Hope vou like it

Studs Terkel: You came back, and you visited President
Truman,

Paul Tibbets: We're talking 1948 now. I'm back in the
Pentagon and I get notice from the chief of staff, Carl Spaatz,
the first chief of staff of the Air Force. When we got to
General Spaatr's office, General Doolittle was there, and a
colone! named Dave Shillen. Spaatz said, “Gentlemen, T just
got word from the President he wants us to go over o his
office immediately.” On the way over, Doglitle and Spaatz
wine Soing some talking; T wasnl saying very much. When
we gob out of the car, we were escorted right quick to the
Crval Office. There was a3 black man there who always took
care of Truman's needs and he said, "General Spaate, will
you please he facing the desk?™ And now, facing the desk,
Spaatr is on the right, Doolittle and Shillen. OF course,
miliarily speaking, that's the comect arder: because Spaatr
senior, Doolitte has to sit to his left. Then I was taken by this
mian and put in the chair that was right beside the president’s
desk, beside his left hand. Anmyway, we got 3 cup of coffes
and we got most of it consumed when Truman walked in and
everybody stood on their feet.

He said, “Sit down, please,” and he had a big smile on his
face and he said, "General Spaatz, I want to congratulate you
on being first Chief of the Air Force," because it was no

longer the air corps. Spaatz said, "Thank you, sir, it's a
great honor and 1 appreciate i And he said o
Doolittle: "That was a magnificent thing you pulled
fiying off of that cammier,” and Doolitte said, “All in a
day's work, Mr... President.” And he looked at Dave
Shillen and said, "Colonel Shilen, 1 want to
congratulate vou on having the foresight to recognize
the potential in aenal refueling. We're gonna nesd it
bad some day." And he said thank you very much.
Then he looked at me for 10 seconds and he didn't say
anything. And when he finally did, he said, "What do
you think? I said, "Mr... President, I thunk I did what I
was told.” He slapped his hand on the table and said:
"You're damn right you did, and T'm the guy who sent
you. I anybody gives you a hard time abouwt it, refer
them to me."

Studs Terkel: Anybody ever give you a hard time?
Paul Tibbets: Nobody gave me a hard time...

Studs Terkel: Do you ever have any second thoughts
about the bamb?

Paul Tibbebs: Second thoughts? No. Studs, look.
Mumber one, I got into the air corps o defend the
United States to the best of my ability. That's what I
believe in and that's what T work for. Number two, I'd
had so much experience with airplanes... I'd had jobs
where there was no particular direction about how you
do it and then of course I put this thing together with
my oem thoweghts on how it showkd be because when [
got the directive I was to be selffsupporting at all
times. On the way to the tanget 1 was thinking: I can't
think of any mistakes I've made. Maybe I did make a
mistake: maybe 1 was too damned assured. At 29
years of age T was so shot in the ass with confidence I
didn't think there was anything I couldn't do. Of
course, that applied to airplanes and people. 5o, no, 1
had no problem with it. I knew we did the right thing
because when I knew we'd be doing that I thought,
yES, we'ne going to kil a ot of people, but by God
we're going to save a lob of lives. We won't have to
invade Japan].

Studs Terkel: Why did they drop the second one, the
Eowcar [bomb] on Nagasaki?

Paul Tibbets: Unknown to anybody else - 1 knew it,
but nobody else knew - there was 3 third one. Ses, the
first bomb went off and they didnt hear anything out
of the Japanese for two or three days. The second
bomb was dropped amd again they were silent for
another couple of days. Then I got a phone call from
General Curtis LeMay [Chief of Staff of the Strategic Air
Forces in the Pacific]. He said, "You got another one of
those damn things?™ 1 said, "Yes sir” He said, "Wherne
is it? I said, "Cher in Ltah” He said, "Get it out here.
You and your crew are going to fiy iL" 1 said, "Yes gir”
I sent word back and the orew loaded it on an airplane
and we headed back to bring it right on out to Tinian
and when they got it to California debarkation paint,
the war was over.

Continued ...... >
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Studs Terkel: What did General LeMay have in
mind with the third one?

Paul Tibbets: Mobody knows,

Studs Terkel: Cne big question. Since
Segtember 11, what are your thoughts? People
talk about nukes, the hydrooen bomb.

Paul Tibbebs: Lets put it this way., 1 don't
know any more about these termonsts than you

do; I know nothing. When they bombed the |
| Trade Center, I couldnt beheve whal was going
on. We've fought many enemies at different |

tirnes. Bul we knew who they were and where

| they were. These people, we don'l know who

they are or where they are. That's the point that
bothers me. Becawse they're gonna strike again,
I'll put money on it. And it's going to be damned
dramabg, But they're gonna do it in their own
sweet time. We've got o gel inlo a posilon
where we can kill the bestards. Mone of this

i business of taking them to court, the hell with

that. T wouldn't waste five seconds on them.

| Studs Terkel: What about the bomb? Einslen
| said the world has changed since the atom was

split.

Paul Tibbets: Thats nght. It has changed.
Studs Terkel: And Dppenheimer knew that.
Paul Tibbets: Oppenheimer is dead, He did
and people don't
understand. And it is a fres world.

Studs Terkel: One last thing, when you hear
people =3y, "Let's nuke ‘e "Lel's nuke these
people,” what do you think?

Paul Tibbets: Oh, [ wouldn't hesitate if T had

| the choice. I'd wipe 'em ocut. You're gonna kil

innocent people at the same timse, bul weve
raer fought a damn wiar anywhere in the world
where they ddn't kil mnocent people. IF the

| mewspapers would just cut out the s¥t: "You've

killied s0 many civilians.” That's their tough luck
for being there.

Studs Terkel: By the way, 1 forgot to say Encla
Gay was originally called number 82. How did
your mother feel about having her name on it?
Paul Tibbets: Well, I can only tell vou what my
dad sakd.

My mother never changed her expression very
misch about anything, whether € was serious or
fight, but when she'd get bokled, her stomach
would figale. My dad said to me that when the
tedephane in Miami rang, my mother was quiet
first. Then, when it was announced on the
radio, he said: "You should have seen the old
gal's belly jipgie on that one ™
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| President Kennedy (a2 member of the American Legion)
| addresses the delegates of the American Legion National
| Convention. Owver the years, many Presidents of the United

States, some as Legion members, hawve addressed our
i membership at our MNational Conventions as invited guest
g Speakers.

Tired of receiving one or more dues notices every year? Why
not consider becoming 2 PUFL member? Being “Fadd Up For
Life" means that instead of getting renewal notices in the mail,
vou'll receive your annual membership card. It means you will
not have to pay for any future dues increases, theyre already
taken care oft If you should transfer to another Post, your
| PUFL membership goes with you. In 2015 17,179 Legionnaires
became Paid Up For Life (PUFL) members. Currently there are
185,037 members who are PUFLs.

If youre interested please go to our National webwsite
www_legion.org/pufl  and go to the "Members” tab and then
click on *Paid Up For Life” and follow the instructions. Please
k=ep in mind that a PUFL may not b= for everyone due to the
up front cost. You are under no gbligation or commitment, but
it doesn't hurt to check into it, you can then decide if it's nght
for you.
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"Paul Trbbetts and his crew on the island Tinkan
in frond of the “Enala Gar™




MAILED FROM:
Billy Caldwell Post 806
The American Legion
P.O. Box 1322
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Memorial Day
May 30th
Have a Happy & Safe
Spring and Summer

Remember fo “Recon” for new members !

NO LEGTON CAPS WORN AT POLITICAL EVENTS
Use of The American Legion's caps and/or emblem for a
political endorsement is totally prohibited and can involve
both the individuals involved and the department in serious
legal and tax issues. This means that The American Legion
does not endorse candidates. Article II, Secton 2 means
checking your Legion cap at the door of any political rallies,
fundraisers, or conventions

Post & Unit Meetings

Our next Legion Post and Auxiliary Unit meetings
will be held on April 30, 2016 at the Post Home at
5116 W. Irving Park Road - Chicago and on May
14, 2016 and June 18, 2016 at St. Paul’s House
conference room located at 3800 N. California —
Chicago. (under building parking on Grace Street
or street parking) All Meetings will begin at Noon.

Is Your Vehicle Registration

& Emissions Test due soon?

Due to the lack of a state budget, the Secretary
of State's office is suspending the mailing of
wehicle  registration  renewal and  emissions
remindeér npotices. By suspending this service,
which will save approximately $450,000 per
month, the office will be able to prolong the
ability to mail wehicle registration renewal
stickers, titles and license plates to wehicle
owners for a few months longer before the
postage account i depleted. Vehicle owners are
encouraged to be mindful of their wvehice
registration status. Motorsts can sion up to
receive reminder notces electronically by email.
Go to
http: f fwnww.cyberdriveillinois.com/f




